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CARDGAME – Simple functions

Suggestions for use:

1. In groups of about four, students discuss/sort the cards into groups of 4 – each group to include a graph, an equation, ‘positive gradient’ or ‘negative gradient’ and a coordinate point.

Note: some of the coordinate points fit more than one line, so some rejigging may be necessary to completely group the whole pack.

When the students are used to the cards, in groups of about four, they could play either of the following:

2 The Memory Game – place all cards (well shuffled) face down on the table; a student turns over one card (for all to see) and tries to remember where a ‘pair’ is; if a student successfully finds a ‘pair’ s/he has another go – if not, play passes to the student on the left. The winner is the person with the highest number of pairs at the end of the game.

Note: you may have some un-matchable cards left at the end.


See below for definition of a ‘pair’!

3 SNAP – this would be played in the usual way; decisions would need to be made about whether the winner of the pile is the first to call “Snap” or the first to cover the pile with their hand… have you ever tried ‘Silent Snap’ ?!

Definitions of a ‘pair’ or a ‘snap’:

You cannot match:

a ‘positive gradient’ with another card saying ‘positive gradient’, similarly with ‘negatives’;

a ‘positive gradient’ or ‘negative gradient’ with a coordinate point;

You can match:

positive/negative gradient with either a drawn graph or an equation or vice versa;

a coordinate point with either a drawn graph or an equation or vice versa

a drawn graph with its equation.

Jeanette J Whiteman
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